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CHAPTER  I 

Purpose  in  Seatwork 

IT  is  not  many  years  since  we  spoke  of  seat  occupation  in 
primary  grades  as  busy-work;  we  have  wisely  changed  that 
word  to  seatwork.  One  was  tempted  to  live  up  to  the  word, 
and  make  seat  occupations  merely  something  to  keep  little 
fingers  out  of  mischief.  But  experimental  work  has  taught 
educators  that  one  of  the  greatest  needs  of  a primary  teacher 
is  well-planned  and  purposeful  seatwork. 

Notice  the  word  purposeful.  That  is  the  most  important 
quality  of  seatwork  which  is  designed  to  assist  children  in  as- 
similating a knowledge  of  primary  school  work.  If  you  have 
taught  for  even  a year,  you  will  realize  that  seatwork  which  is 
merely  something  to  keep  children  busy  does  not  further  pro- 
gress. 

What  is  meant  by  purpose  in  seatwork?  One  might  clas- 
sify seatwork  under  two  main  headings,  preparatory  work, 
and  follow-up  material.  Either  type  is  given  according  to  the 
purpose  the  teacher  has  in  mind. 

The  farmer  does  not  throw  his  grain  on  any  soil,  hit  or 
miss,  and  expect  a good  crop.  He  carefully  prepares  the  soil 
so  that  it  will  receive  the  seed  under  the  most  favourable  con- 
ditions, and  will  give  it  facilities  for  growth.  So  we,  preparing 
for  mental  growth  in  the  child,  must  consider  the  soil.  Some- 
times previous  knowledge  makes  the  soil  in  good  condition  to 
receive  the  seed;  but  not  always. 
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Let  us  suppose  we  are  about  to  teach  the  number  concept 
of  six.  We  have  taught  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5.  We  may  prepare 
for  6 by  a seat  lesson  on  the  previous  numbers.  This  will 
enable  us  to  discover  whether  the  class  is  ready  for  new  work; 
to  find  out  which  children  are  weak  in  foundation,  and  where 
the  weakness  lies;  to  take  measures  to  correct  this  weakness 
before  passing  on  to  new  work.  This  seat  lesson  directs  the 
minds  of  the  children  into  the  channel  of  number  and  strengthens 
the  foundation  on  which  we  shall  presently  build. 

The  second  type  of  seatwork,  the  follow-up  material, 
is  planned  to  give  practice  and  to  make  teaching  permanent 
through  use. 

It  has  been  said:  “Knowledge  is  never  yours  until  you 
have  used  it.”  We  may  read  about  the  method  of  acquiring 
the  touch  system  of  typewriting;  but  practice  in  the  use  of 
this  knowledge  on  the  machine  is  essential  to  acquire  skill. 
We  may  teach  the  child  the  phonetic  sounds,  but  every  primary 
teacher  knows  that  is  only  a beginning.  Practice  in  combina- 
tions of  sounds  is  essential. 

Seatwork  should  provide  the  great  body  of  this  practice 
which  makes  knowledge  permanent  and  useful.  The  best 
type  of  learning  involves  more  than  a spongelike  absorption 
of  facts;  it  demands  an  individual  reaction  to  the  material. 
In  other  words,  the  learner  not  only  receives,  but  he  gives 
something  of  himself  as  well. 

To  illustrate  this:  suppose  after  four  or  five  months  of 
school  life,  you  give  your  class  boxes  of  printed  words  to  make 
original  sentences.  Why  are  there  so  many  different  combina- 
tions of  words?  Why  are  so  many  lists  of  sentences  exactly 
the  same  old  familiar  sentences  you  have  used  in  class  work? 
Why  do  you  occasionally  find  a boy  or  girl  who  smiles  at 
you  and  shows  you  a new  sentence, — one  that  may  never  have 
occurred  to  you?  This  child  has  gained  more  from  your  teach- 
ing than  the  others;  he  has  given  his  own  little  contribution 
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to  the  knowledge  you  have  instilled.  At  the  same  time,  even 
though  the  work  is  largely  imitative,  each  child  has  gained 
through  using  the  vocabulary  you  have  taught  him. 

We  use  sight  words  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  before 
the  child  has  command  of  phonics.  Some  teachers  might  leave 
it  there,  trusting  to  a to-morrow  to  review  and  make  each 
day’s  words  a permanent  acquisition.  But  the  wise  teacher 
does  not  do  this.  She  makes  immediate  use  of  the  newly 
found  knowledge.  The  child  handles  the  written  or  printed 
words  at  his  seat,  arranges  them  in  lists  to  match  those  on 
the  board,  or  illustrates  them  in  his  own  way,  or  uses 
them  in  one  of  a dozen  other  ways.  He  is  receiving 
repeated  impressions  on  the  memory.  Unconsciously  he  is 
teaching  himself. 

One  might  add  a third  purpose  in  seatwork,  that  of  pro- 
viding restful  variety  and  manual  activity.  The  child  cannot 
concentrate  for  long  periods  of  time;  he  needs  a varied  pro- 
gramme of  mental  and  physical  work.  Therefore  a certain 
amount  of  refreshing  and  entertaining  occupation  at  seats 
is  wise.  This  gives  a legitimate  excuse  for  seatwork  which 
does  not  precede  or  follow  a lesson.  Generally  this  type  is 
largely  review,  and  always  profitable  in  some  way.  One 
includes  in  this  type  of  work  such  occupations  as  stick-and- 
block-building;  lentil  work;  use  of  scissors  and  ruler;  tracing 
letters  and  numbers;  arranging  squares,  circles,  triangles, 
etc.  It  is  evident  that  many  of  these  occupations  may  serve 
a double  purpose,  that  of  relaxation  and  also  knowledge  im- 
pression. The  wise  teacher  realizes  this. 

No  one  can  give  an  exhaustive  list  of  seat  occupations. 
Each  teacher  must  plan  her  own,  keeping  in  mind  the  especial 
needs  of  her  class  and  the  necessary  factors  of  effective  seat- 
work.  But  an  exchange  of  suggestions  awakens  ideas,  so  one 
must  keep  an  open  mind  towards  any  help  other  teachers 
may  be  able  to  offer. 
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One  must  acknowledge  that  the  preparation  of  seatwork 
material  is  a heavy  task  these  days,  unless  the  teacher  has  at 
her  disposal  funds  for  equipping  the  school  with  ready-made 
types  of  work.  Often  older  pupils  will  enjoy  assisting  in  pre- 
paring materials,  if  it  must  be  done  by  hand.  Ordinary  card- 
board, plain  paper,  and  the  cheapest  manilla  envelopes,  or 
even  those  made  of  ordinary  wrapping  paper,  serve  the  purpose 
just  as  well  as  expensive  supplies.  So  let  no  teacher  be  dis- 
couraged because  she  has  no  elaborate  materials  for  the  purpose. 

The  use  of  carbon  paper  for  duplicating  lightens  the 
labour.  A typewriter  is  ideal,  if  available,  or  a good  mimeo- 
graph; but  few  teachers  have  any  opportunity  for  using  these 
machines.  A home-made  hectograph  serves  the  purpose 
admirably  and  is  not  expensive.  A shallow  tin  10  in.  by 
14  in.  by  % in.,  can  be  bought  for  thirty  or  forty  cents  and 
will  hold  this  mixture: 

2 oz.  French  gelatine  1 lb.  glycerine 

1 oz.  sugar  pint  water 

Place  this  mixture  in  a double  boiler,  stir  carefully  and 
cook  slowly  for  forty  minutes,  or  until  thoroughly  cooked  and 
mixed.  Pour  into  the  pan,  and  let  stand  forty-eight  hours. 

To  write  or  print  copy  for  this,  one  must  use  hectograph 
ink,  which  may  be  purchased  at  any  bookstore.  Make  a 
copy  on  good  heavy  paper  of  the  matter  to  be  hectographed. 
Turn  the  copy  face  down  on  the  pad,  lift  carefully  and  repeat 
with  fresh  paper.  Paper  for  duplicating  should  not  have 
too  high  a gloss.  Newsprint,  which  is  very  cheap,  is  excel- 
lent for  this  purpose. 

After  using,  wipe  off  the  pad  with  a cloth  moistened  in 
hot  water,  and  put  away  where  the  dust  cannot  settle  on  it. 
If  the  surface  becomes  rough  after  use,  slip  the  pan  into  a hot 
oven  until  the  surface  is  melted.  It  will  set  perfectly  when 
cold. 
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Progression  in  difficulty  requires  careful  attention  in 
seatwork.  Should  the  work  be  too  difficult,  the  child  is  dis- 
couraged and  loses  interest,  and  consequently  the  material 
and  time  is  wasted.  If  it  is  not  difficult  enough,  it  bores  him 
and  requires  too  little  effort  to  produce  the  best  results.  A 
steady  rise  in  difficulty  should  be  planned. 

For  example,  when  we  have  taught  the  number  concepts 
to  four,  the  names,  and  the  figures,  we  may  give  to  each  child 
such  seatwork  as  this : 

1 one  / 

2 two  / / 

3 three  / / / 

4 four  / / / / 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  we  have  an  envelope  for  each 
child,  with  the  number  names  and  the  figures  in  it.  Sticks, 
buttons,  blocks,  or  any  small  objects  may  be  used  to  illustrate 
each  number.  When  the  child  can  do  this  perfectly,  we  gradu- 
ally add  the  colour  names  to  his  vocabulary. 

These  words  are  added  to  his  envelope,  and  also  four  of 
each  colour  in  small  squares  of  paper.  Then  he  is  ready  for 
such  seatwork  as : 

one  green  paper 
two  red  papers 
four  yellow  papers 
three  white  papers 

He  may  be  asked  to  put  the  required  papers  on  his  desk, 
and  the  above  list  may  be  on  the  blackboard  to  guide  him. 
Or  he  may  be  asked  to  illustrate  with  a pencil.  The  black- 
board may  show  this  list  to  be  illustrated: 
one  red  apple 
four  green  leaves 
three  yellow  flowers 
four  red  books 
three  white  mice 
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Later,  directions  may  be  added  to  the  blackboard  list, 
and  the  teacher  gives  no  oral  directions.  The  work  may  read: 

Draw  a picture  of  a black  book. 

Make  a picture  of  two  yellow  flowers,  etc. 

The  teacher  must  see  that  the  words  to  be  used  have 
been  taught  to  the  class.  This  will  serve  to  illustrate,  however, 
the  necessary  progression  in  difficulty. 

Twofold  Purpose  of  Seatwork 

As  English  is  our  medium  of  thought  transfer,  it  natur- 
ally lends  itself  to  correlation  with  all  the  subjects  of  the  cur- 
riculum. This  is  especially  true  after  the  first  term  of  school 
work,  when  the  child  should  have  acquired  a small  vocabu- 
lary. Consequently,  seatwork  may  have  a twofold  purpose. 
Through  script  or  print  we  give  directions.  The  child  reads 
and  gets  practice;  he  carries  out  the  directions,  and  fulfils 
the  initial  purpose  of  the  work,  which  may  be  in  another  sub- 
ject altogether.  Silent  reading,  used  in  this  way,  becomes 
an  increasingly  important  aid  in  seatwork.  It  will  repay 
the  progressive  teacher  to  study  the  possibilities  and  limi- 
tations of  silent  reading.  The  work  always  serves  a two- 
fold purpose,  for  the  child  gets  practice  in  reading,  and  in 
order  to  get  results  from  his  reading,  he  must  think  as  he  reads, 
and  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  act.  There  are  silent  read- 
ing books  on  the  market  which  provide  material  of  this  kind 
for  seatwork.  But  any  teacher,  if  she  understands  the  use 
of  silent  reading,  may  arrange  endless  material  of  her  own. 

In  doing  this  we  must  be  careful  that  each  seatwork  ex- 
ercise has  real  value.  We  can  test  our  types  of  seatwork  by 
frequently  asking  ourselves  such  questions  as: 

What  purpose  have  I in  giving  my  class  this  exercise? 

Will  it  fulfil  that  purpose? 
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Is  this  work  difficult  enough  to  call  forth  effort,  but  not 
so  difficult  as  to  discourage? 

Does  it  call  forth  interest? 

It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  make  an  exhaustive  list 
of  seatwork  exercises.  This  book  aims  only  at  being  sug- 
gestive. But  any  teacher  who  will  develop  a profitable  type 
of  work  will  be  amazed  at  the  increase  in  the  rate  of  progress 
of  any  class. 

Additional  Aids  for  Seatwork 

On  sheets  of  Manilla  tag  12  inches  by  18  inches  are  printed 
a series  of  graded  exercises  for  seatwork  to  supplement  classwork. 
For  Grade  I there  are  five  individual  sheets;  for  Grade  II,  two 
sheets;  and  for  Grade  III,  one  sheet.  These  sheets  may  be 
purchased  separately  or  in  groups  as  needed. 

The  sheets  are  ruled  vertically  and  horizontally  and  single 
words  or  groups  of  words  appear  in  each  ruled  space.  When 
some  of  these  words  or  groups  are  taught  as  indicated  on  pp. 
9-11  of  this  Manual,  they  should  be  cut  out  along  the  ruled 
lines  and  put  into  envelopes  or  boxes  for  review.  One  by  one, 
new  words  are  added  to  those  in  the  envelopes  and  new  sentences 
are  built  up. 

Instructions  for  use  of  Sheet  2,  Grade  I,  are  given  on  pp. 
12-16.  Additional  matter,  as  needed,  is  given  on  Sheets  3, 
4,  and  5 and  on  pp.  17-31  of  this  Manual. 

Sheets  1 and  2,  Grade  II,  and  pp.  34-44  provide  assembling 
and  assorting  exercises  that  compel  thoughful  reading;  pp.  32- 
33  supply  examples  of  phonetic  seatwork. 

Sheet  1,  Grade  III  supplements  the  work  given  from  p.  45 
to  end  of  this  Manual. 
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Seat  work  for  First  Six  Weeks 

THIS  is  the  part  of  the  first  school  year  in  which  it  is  most 
difficult  to  assign  seatwork  that  is  worth  while.  The 
child  has  no  facility  in  either  writing  or  reading,  and  his 
fingers  are  unaccustomed  to  even  the  use  of  a pencil.  The 
latter  point  argues  for  much  seatwork  in  which  the  fingers 
acquire  skill  and  control;  the  former  bans  the  “Study  your 
lesson”  or  “Write  in  your  book”  type  of  lesson.  What  is 
there  left  to  do? 

This  depends  largely  on  the  method  of  introductory 
reading  which  is  in  use  in  the  school.  If  the  phonetic  method 
is  used  from  the  first,  Chapter  III  will  answer  the  question. 
If  the  more  common  method  of  beginning  with  sight  work 
is  favoured,  then  the  seatwork  depends  largely  on  the  choice 
of  vocabulary.  One  assumes  that  this  vocabulary  is  composed 
of  three  types  of  words:  (a)  words  taught  from  memorized 

rhymes,  (b)  names  of  familiar  objects  in  the  school  room  or 
at  home,  and,  (c)  action  words.  The  articles,  a preposition 
or  two,  and  colour  adjectives  are  worked  in  for  purposes  of 
reading  and  sentence  building. 

The  teacher  secures  ready-made  sets  of  printed  or 
written  words;  or  she  may  make  these  for  her  class.  Each 
child  should  have  one  of  th^se  sets  for  his  own  use.  The  child 
is  given  an  envelope,  and  the  words  are  put  into  this,  one  by 
one,  as  they  are  taught.  This  avoids  that  bewilderment 
which  overwhelms  him  when  he  tries  to  locate  a known  word 
in  a mass  of  unfamiliar  words. 

For  purposes  of  illustration,  we  will  take  one  of  the 
printed  sheets  which  accompany  this  book.  These  sheets  are 
printed  on  Manilla  tag,  ruled,  ready  to  be  cut. 
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Illustration:  See  Sheet  No.  1,  Grade  I. 

It  has  the  rhyme  of  Jack  and  Jill,  also  a list  of  fifty  mis- 
cellaneous, familiar  words  to  be  taught. 

How  should  such  material  be  used  to  secure  the  greatest 
help  with  vocabulary  and  reading?  There  are  really  two 
sections  on  this  sheet,  and  the  words  should  be  put  into  two 
envelopes,  the  rhyme  in  one,  and  the  miscellaneous  words 
in  the  other. 

For  the  use  of  the  rhyme : 

1.  Have  the  children  memorize  the  rhyme. 

2.  Write  it  on  the  blackboard. 

3.  Familiarize  the  children  with  line  wholes. 

(a)  Teach  them  to  recite  line  by  line. 

(b)  Point  out  and  name  first  word  in  each  line. 

4.  Concentrate  on  the  first  line. 

(a)  Break  it  into  words. 

(b)  Use  dashboards,  or  write  words  separately 
on  the  blackboard  and  drill  on  each. 

(c)  Practice  putting  flash  cards  together  to  make 
a line. 

5.  Give  words  of  this  line  to  the  class,  putting  them 
in  envelopes  or  boxes. 

6.  Give  daily  practice  in  putting  together  the  words  of 
this  line: 

(a)  With  the  line  written  on  the  blackboard  as 
a guide. 

(b)  Without  any  clear  guide. 

Supervision  is  very  important  at  this  stage,  but  gradu- 
ally becomes  less  necessary. 

7.  When  the  first  line  is  so  familiar  that  the  children 
can  put  it  together  without  hesitation,  give  the  words 
of  the  second  line,  following  the  same  procedure  as 
with  the  first.  In  this  way,  line  by  line,  build  up 
the  entire  rhyme. 


10 


SEATWORK  FOR  PRIMARY  GRADES 


8.  Practice  quick  assembling  of  rhyme  words,  with 
a time  limit. 

9.  Add  separate  words  to  the  envelope  and  build  up 
independent  sentences  on  the  blackboard,  using 
the  combined  vocabulary.  The  children  will  re- 
produce these  on  their  desks  with  the  words  from 
the  envelopes. 

10.  Allow  and  encourage  the  children  to  add  sentences 
of  their  own  to  your  list. 

Use  of  Miscellaneous  Words 

It  is  understood  that  these  words  are  taught  by  the 
look-and-say  method  before  they  can  be  used  for  seatwork. 
The  teacher  may  choose  the  order  in  which  she  teaches  these, 
but  as  soon  as  she  has  taught  four  or  five  words,  the  cards 
with  these  words  on  them  are  given  to  the  child,  who  puts 
them  into  an  envelope  for  the  purpose.  One  by  one  new 
words  are  added,  and  each  day  the  child  uses  them  on  his 
desk,  reviewing  the  old,  and  learning  the  new.  He  may  be 
given  a variety  of  exercises  to  use  these  words. 

1.  He  may  arrange  them  in  columns  to  match  lists 

on  the  blackboard.  The  teacher  may  write  on 

the  blackboard : 

desk  table  box 

flower  book  window 

The  child  finds  the  words  in  his  envelope,  and  ar- 
ranges them  on  his  desk  in  similar  order. 

2.  He  may  pick  out  those  words  beginning  with  the 
same  letter  and  arrange  them  in  rows  on  his  desk. 

3.  He  may  arrange  those  ending  with  the  same  letter. 

4.  He  may  pick  out  those  which  contain  the  same 
vowel  sound.  (This  follows  the  teaching  of  the 
sound.) 
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5.  He  may  duplicate  sentences  or  phrases  which  the 
teacher  has  written  on  the  blackboard.  Ex. — 

Phrases : 

the  red  box 
the  white  flower 
a little  chair,  etc. 

Sentences : 

I can  walk. 

Bring  me  a pencil. 

Can  you  run?  Etc. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  vocabulary  used  in  these  must 
contain  only  words  previously  taught  in  class.  Carefully 
chosen  words  “drive  home”  the  lessons  at  this  stage. 

6.  Copy  with  the  cards  on  the  desk,  and  complete  un- 
finished sentences. 

Exercise  I 

The  is  red. 

My  is  black,  etc. 

Exercise  II 

The  little  leaf  is  

You  can  

I can  

The  dog  will  bring  me  a , etc. 

Exercise  III 

Complete  with  colour  words: 

I have  a flower. 

You  have  a leaf. 

The  cow  has  a leaf,  etc. 
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Exercise  IV 

Complete  with  big  or  • little: 

(This  would  naturally  follow  the  teaching  of  these 
two  words.) — 

A cow  is  

The  leaf  is  

My  desk  is  , etc. 

Exercise  V 

Complete  with  will,  or  will  not. 

Will  you  run  to  the  door? 

I , etc. 

Will  you  bring  me  a flower? 

I , etc. 

These  will  illustrate  the  special  type  of  drill  work  which 
may  follow  and  emphasize  the  teaching  of  individual  lessons, 
by  use  of  printed  or  written  words. 

7.  Original  sentences.  It  is  never  too  soon  to  en- 
courage the  children  to  make  their  own  little  sen- 
tences. Simple  little  sentences  of  two,  or  three 
words  are  the  beginnings  of  composition. 

8.  Divide  the  words  into  little  lists,  familiar  and  un- 
familiar words.  This  should  be  followed  by  a drill 
lesson  on  the  words  which  were  evidently  least  known 
to  the  class. 

Another  of  the  ready-made  sheets  of  material,  Sheet 
2,  Grade  I,  has  the  names  of  the  colours  and  blocks  of 
colour  to  match;  the  number  names  to  ten,  and  pictures  to 
match;  the  figures  to  ten;  the  tens  from  10  to  100;  the  words 
of  “Hi  Diddle  Diddle,”  with  added  words, — where,  there, 
is,  barn,  field,  are,  in,  sky,  he,  she;  six  exercises  based  on 
these  words,  to  be  given  to  the  child  to  reproduce  with  the 
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tickets  or  cards  at  his  seat.  Any  teacher  who  cannot  secure 
the  ready-made  set,  can  easily  make  similar  sets  on  manilla 
tag. 

Following  the  last  sentence-building  based  on  the  words 
of  the  first  card,  the  exercises  on  this  card  should  be  com- 
paratively easy  for  the  child.  Drill  is  provided  for  where 
and  there.  Sample  exercises  follow: — 

Exercise  VI 

1.  Where  is  the  cow?  There  she  is. 

2.  Where  is  the  little  dog?  There  he  is  with  the  cat. 

Exercise  VII 

1.  The  moon  ran  away. 

2.  The  cat  laughed  at  the  dog. 

3.  The  dish  jumped  over  the  spoon. 

4.  The  cat  is  in  the  field. 

The  Use  of  Colour  Words 

As  these  are  included  in  the  vocabulary  of  almost  every 
primer,  it  is  well  to  introduce  them  early.  A small  block  of 
colour  with  which  to  match  the  printed  or  written  word, 
provides  a delightful  exercise  for  the  child.  Coloured  paper 
cut  in  squares,  dyed  sticks  or  coloured  blocks  can  be  used 
for  this  exercise.  Illustrations  of  the  use  of  these  materials 
with  the  colour  words,  combined  with  the  number  words, 
or  figures,  is  given  in  Chapter  I,  page  5. 

A number  box  is  an  interesting  thing  to  the  child  in  the 
first  weeks  of  school  life.  This  contains  ten  of  many  different 
objects,  such  as  buttons,  sticks,  pegs,  blocks,  small  stones, 
squares  or  triangles  of  cardboard,  etc.  The  child  gathers 
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these  with  the  assistance  and  guidance  of  the  teacher.  He 
uses  them  for  grouping  numbers  on  his  desk;  for  matching 
with  number  words  or  figures;  or  for  pattern  making.  He 
uses  his  box  daily,  until  the  idea  of  number  gradually  becomes 
associated  with  groups  or  collections  of  like  objects  that  he 
can  readily  visualize,  such  as  one,  two,  three,  four,  etc.,  and 
eventually  the  concept  of  number,  in  its  elementary  form, 
will  evolve. 

Occupation  Exercises 

Each  child  in  the  primary  room  should  have  five  or  ten 
minutes  at  the  blackboard  daily.  This  is  an  occupation 
exercise  which  takes  the  place  of  seatwork,  and  is  so  easily 
supervised  by  the  teacher  while  she  is  teaching  another  part 
of  her  class  that  it  is  worth  trying  for  that  reason,  if 
for  no  other.  Daily  exercises  at  the  blackboard  have  a 
tendency  to  encourage  free  use  of  the  larger  muscles,  and  so 
facilitate  movement  in  writing  as  well  as  in  form.  Exercises 
in  the  formation  of  easy  letters  and  words,  figures,  etc.,  all 
provide  material  for  this  period.  Children  can  be  trained 
to  work  just  as  quietly  and  as  effectively  at  the  blackboard 
as  at  seats,  and  it  is  a relief  for  the  body  muscles  which  be- 
come cramped  if  the  small  child  sits  in  his  seat  too  steadily. 
Watching  his  blackboard  work,  the  teacher  soon  discovers 
errors  in  form,  or  in  method  of  formation. 

For  the  child  who  persists  in  wrong  form,  the  sand  let- 
ters provide  good  seat  drill.  Cardboard  squares  about  four 
inches  to  the  side  are  excellent  for  this.  Dip  a broad 
watercolour  brush  in  mucilage,  and  write  the  letter  on  the 
card.  Over  this  shake  sand,  cornmeal,  or  poppy  seeds,  etc. 
Let  it  dry,  and  there  is  a rough  surface  letter  for  the  child 
to  trace  with  his  finger  until  he  is  sure  of  the  form. 

Another  way  of  impressing  letter  form,  is  to  write  large 
letters  on  paper  or  card,  and  have  the  children  cover  with 
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lentils  or  small  seeds.  This  is  used  by  many  teachers,  but 
it  is  hard  on  eyes  and  nerves,  and  the  same  results  may  be 
obtained  by  having  the  child  trace  the  letter  with  his  pencil. 
Care  must  be  taken  in  all  early  letter  formation  that  the 
child  is  tracing  correctly,  that  he  begins  at  the  begin- 
ning and  follows  the  customary  order  to  the  end.  Other- 
wise the  exercise  is  of  no  benefit.  Plasticine  or  play  wax 
is  used  for  making  letters,  when  it  is  available. 

Old  magazines  are  a treasure  to  any  primary  teacher. 
The  child  may  cut  out  pictures,  paste  them  in  a book,  and 
the  teacher  then  writes  below  each  picture  a short  sentence 
for  the  child  to  read.  The  use  of  scissors  gives  us  one  of 
the  most  effective  exercises  in  manual  training. 

Cut-out  pictures  may  be  matched  with  names.  These 
pictures  must  of  course  be  largely  one-object  pictures  with- 
out too  much  background.  This  exercise  is  particularly 
useful  for  classes  of  foreigners. 

Black  and  white  pictures  may  be  used  for  colouring. 
Crayons  are  a delight  to  the  small  child,  and  lessons  in  colour 
and  the  use  of  crayons  may  be  given  early. 

Line  drawings  are  a source  of  joy  to  the  primary  child, 
too.  As  soon  as  he  learns  the  word  Make  the  teacher  may 
give  such  exercises  as: 

Make  a 

Make  a . . . 

Make  a 

At  first  these  will  be  done  with  pegs  or  sticks  on  the 
child’s  desk;  later  he  learns  to  draw  them  with  a pencil.  This 
opens  an  avenue  of  work,  combining  finger  training  with 
word  review.  The  teacher  puts  lists  of  words  on  the  black- 
board such  as : 

table  box  pencil  leaf 

chair  book  flower  desk 
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The  child  draws  them  in  the  order  they  are  given.  If 
he  is  able  to  write,  he  puts  the  word  under  his  picture;  if  not, 
the  order  tests  his  knowledge. 

How  often  should  one  have  this  or  that  type  of  exercise 
during  the  first  six  weeks?  That  is  a common  question. 
We  recall  our  aims  for  these  six  weeks;  a sight  vocabulary, 
general  concept  of  the  numbers  to  ten,  training  in  hand  and 
muscle,  formation  of  figures  and  a few  easy  letter  forms,  etc. 
From  this  review  we  select  as  daily  exercises: 

One  blackboard  writing  or  exercise  lesson. 

One  lesson  in  rhyme-making  with  printed  words. 

One  lesson  in  sentence  building  with  miscellaneous  vo- 
cabulary. 

One  lesson  in  number  seatwork,  matching  figures,  num- 
ber words  and  objects. 

From  the  general  miscellany  of  exercises  we  choose  the 
seatwork  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  basing  our  choice  upon 
the  class  needs,  our  own  lessons,  and  the  material  on  hand. 


CHAPTER  III 


Seatwork  for  Grade  I 

WHEN  the  first  two  months  of  initiation  into  the  mys- 
teries of  reading  are  over,  the  children  have  a vocabu- 
lary of  approximately  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  words, 
taught  either  incidentally  or  in  regular  reading  periods. 
When  the  work  in  phonetics  is  introduced,  new  words  come 
more  rapidly,  and  old  words  are  not  as  easily  lost  as  before, 
because  a new  power  of  solution  is  being  acquired.  Conse- 
quently, if  the  word  has  been  forgotten,  the  children  can 
often  apply  the  phonetic  elements  learned,  and  again  make 
the  word  their  own.  This  new  ability,  coupled  with  the 
vocabulary  of  sight  words,  and  the  ever  growing  power  that, 
comes  with  practice  in  reading,  enable  the  children  to  get 
thoughts  quickly  from  the  reading  material  available,  and 
to  solve  many  varieties  of  problems.  These  problems  may 
be  based  on  the  recognition  of  words  alone,  or  on  the  recog- 
nition of  thought,  and  its  consequent  interpretation. 

Phonetics 

When  the  children  know  a few  sounds  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent type  of  seatwork  may  be  given.  Boxes  of  letters 
with  single  sounds,  with  word  beginnings  or  word  endings, 
or  both,  depending  on  the  method  of  teaching  phonetics, 
will  be  needed  to  direct  tjie  children’s  efforts  towards  a com- 
pleted project. 

X.  Have  the  children  make  lists  of  words  that  rhyme, 
using  letter  cards  as  before.  At  first  give  only  one 
word  as  a basis.  As  their  ability  develops,  more 
words  can  be  given. 
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A typical  desk  exercise  might  appear 

as  follows 

cat 

man 

land 

rat 

pan 

sand 

Or  if  word  beginnings 

are  used: 

sat 

rat 

hit 

Sam 

ran 

him 

sad 

rap 

hid 

2:  Or  put  a list  of  words  on  tlie  board  and  have  the 

children  make  them  with  letter  cards  on  their  desks. 

3.  Choose  a page  in  the  primer  and  write  down  words 
that  have  a certain  sound.  This  will  be  given  only 
if  the  children  are  allowed  to  write  in  seatwork 
periods. 

4.  Make  new  words  by  changing  only  one  letter: 

sand,  mind,  pit,  tip,  book,  call,  pork,  cup,  pen, 
candle,  pink,  hen,  much,  sour,  hair,  sit,  bed,  man, 
boy,  top,  set,  bend,  lent,  lamp,  light,  pail,  faint, 
page,  went,  boot,  sound,  can,  make,  cat,  nest. 

The  following  steps  might  be  observed  in  the  choice  of 
words  for  the  above  exercise: 

(a)  Change  only  the  first  letter. 

(b)  “ only  the  last  letter. 

(c)  “ any  middle  letter. 

(d)  “ any  letter. 

5.  Put  in  the  right  letters  to  make  words: — 


j - g 

r - d 

sta  - p 

1 - d 

eh  - r 

st  - nd 

m - eh 

f - n 

r - n 

t - p 

1 - st 

c - ke 

f - nee 

d - X 

d - sk 

mi  - k 

c - r 

p - nk 

6.  Make  as  many  words  as  you  can  when  the  first  and 
last  sounds  are  given : 

eh  - p sn  - p 

1 - nd  eh  - r 


y - ng 

s - t 
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Booklets — “Dictionaries  ” 


(a) 


Give  the  children  words  having  the  same  initial 
consonant.  Let  them  arrange  these  in  groups  and 
paste  them  in  their  books  putting  the  common  con- 
sonant at  the  beginning  of  the  group.  The  words 
given  may  come  from  their  list  of  sight  words. 


(b) 


(c) 


s 

r 

m 

sit 

run 

man 

stand 

red 

milk 

see 

rod 

mat 

Use  word 

beginnings  in 

the  same  way 

pi 

ma 

ha 

pin 

man 

had 

pig 

mad 

hat 

pit 

mat 

ham 

Use  word 

endings : 

at 

an 

ad 

cat 

man 

lad 

rat 

ran 

sad 

hat 

pan 

had 

sat 

can 

mad 

(d)  Have  the  children  rule  their  pages  into  squares, 
then  paste  the  words  at  the  top  of  the  square  and 
draw  the  picture.  If-  the  word  cannot  be  illustrated, 
put  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

(e)  Have  the  children  cut  out  pictures.  Give  them 
words  to  build.  They  paste  the  pictures  in  their 
books.  Underneath  they  paste  the  word,  and  then 
the  initial  sound. 

It  is  understood  that  in  classes  where  the  children  write, 
they  do  not  need  to  be  given  the  words,  but  can  write  them 
in  place,  rather  than  paste  the  given  forms  in  position. 
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Phonetic  Stories 

These  may  be  written  on  the  board,  or  given  to  the  chil- 
dren on  pieces  of  Manilla  paper.  In  that  way,  they  may 
be  preserved  for  future  work.  Here  are  examples: — 

(a)  ing 

Tom  and  Nell  are  going  to  school. 

The  birds  are  singing  in  the  trees. 

The  children  see  a little  robin. 

“Sing  to  us,  little  Robin,”  says  Tom. 

“Sing  to  us,  little  Robin,”  says  Nell. 

But  the  robin  swings  in  the  tree  top. 

He  will  not  sing  to-day. 

(b)  AR 

Tom  and  Nell  went  to  the  woods. 

They  picked  flowers  for  mother. 

Nell  had  tarts  in  a basket. 

They  had  a party  under  the  trees. 

A pretty  lark  sang  a song  to  them. 

Soon  it  began  to  grow  dark. 

They  started  to  walk  home. 

Father  met  them  with  the  car. 

They  drove  through  the  park. 

“What  a lovely  picnic  we  had,”  they  said. 

(c)  u — (different  sounds) 

The  boys  said,  “Let  us  go  nutting  in  the  bush.” 
Each  boy  took  a bag  to  carry  the  nuts. 

Every  puff  of  wind  scattered  the  nuts  over  the  ground. 
Soon  they  had  their  bags  full. 

Tom  said,  “Let  us  eat  our  lunch.” 

They  had  buns  and  muffins. 

“It’s  fun,”  said  the  boys, 

“Let  us  come  again.” 
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When  the  children  know  a number  of  sounds  a great 
many  exercises  in  silent  reading  may  be  given.  These  are 
problems  in  interpretation,  though  they  may  take  the  form 
of  questions  requiring  the  statement  “yes”  or  “no.”  They 
may  be  short  sentences  cut  into  phrases  to  be  reassembled. 
They  may  be  sorting  exercises  where  specific  directions  may 
be  written  on  the  envelope  containing  the  material,  or  on  the 
board  by  the  teacher. 

I Questions  Requiring  an  Answer  “Yes”  or  “No” 

( See  Sheet  4,  Grade  I,  for  additional  matter.) 

These  may  be  used  especially  for  drill  on  certain 
sentence  forms.  Thus  the  form  may  be  repeated  in  every 
sentence  of  the  group.  Put  the  single  questions  and  several 
“yes”  or  “no”  words  in  the  envelope.  Examples  are: 

(a)  Is  it? 

Is  it  a bright  day? 

Is  it  a warm  day? 

Is  it  morning? 

(b)  Are  you? 

Are  you  a boy? 

Are  you  a girl? 

Are  you  in  the  yard?  Etc. 

(c)  Can? 

Can  a house  run? 

Can  a man  fly? 

Can  a girl  sweep  a floor?  Etc. 

(d)  Have  you? 

Have  you  a kitty? 

Have  you  a dog? 

Have  you  a little  wagon?  Etc. 
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(e)  Is? 

Is  snow  green? 

Is  the  sky  blue? 

Is  a mouse  little?  Etc. 

(£)  Has? 

Has  a cow  horns? 

Has  a table  eyes? 

Has  a clock  hands?  Etc. 

Similar  Question  Groups  may  be  arranged  in  sets, 
using  the  following  forms:  Is  there?  Are  there?  Do  you? 
Does?  Can  you? 

Question  forms  may  be  used  where  the  answer  required  is 
a number  or  a colour,  etc.  Examples  are: 

(a)  How  many? 

How  many  fingers  have  you? 

How  many  desks  in  your  row? 

How  many  windows  in  your  bedroom?  Etc. 

(b)  What  colour  is? 

What  colour  is  the  sky? 

What  colour  is  your  coat? 

What  colour  is  snow?  Etc. 

(c)  Who?  (Match  question  and  answer.) 

Who  lost  her  sheep? 

Who  lost  her  shoe? 

Who  had  a horn? 

Who  went  up  the  hill? 

Who  sang  for  his  supper? 

Who  had  a dog? 

Who  sat  on  a wall? 
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In  this  last  exercise,  children  may  make  the  names  with 
letter  cards  or  write  them. 

(Examples  of  these  question  types  ready  for  children’s 
use  may  be  had  in  sheets  from  the  publishers  of  this  book. 


II  Assembling  Exercises 

In  an  envelope  put  sentences  cut  into  two  parts.  Have 
only  sentences  that  are  obvious,  so  that  the  arrangement  will 
be  easy,  and  corrections  may  be  made  at  a glance. 


Animal  Actions: 

A dog 

barks 

A duck 

quacks 

A cow 

moos,  etc. 

Animal  Noises: 

A cow  says 

moo-moo 

A sheep  says 

baa-baa 

A cat  says 

meow,  meow,  etc. 

Baby  Things: 

A baby  cow  is  called 

a calf 

A baby  rabbit  is  called 

a bunny 

A baby  cat  is  called 

a kitten,  etc. 

Community  Activities: 

A postman  brings 

letters 

A milkman  brings 

milk 

A doctor  visits 

sick  people,  etc. 

Single  words  with  obvious 

connection : 

Ears 

hear 

Pens 

write 

Stars 

twinkle,  etc. 
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III  Sorting  Exercises 

(a)  Nursery  Rhyme  People: 

In  an  envelope  put  the  names  of  Nursery  Rhyme 
boys  and  girls.  Let  the  children  put  the  names 
of  the  boys  together  and  the  names  of  the  girls 
together : — 

Jack,  Jill,  Jack  Horner,  Tom  Tinker,  Miss  Muffett, 
Betty  Pringle,  Marjorie  Daw,  Bo-Peep,  Humpty  Dumpty, 
Polly  Flinders,  Boy  Blue,  Nanny  Etticoat,  Betty  Blue,  Curly 
Locks,  Simple  Simon,  Peter,  Polly,  Bobby  Shaftoe,  Tommy 
Tucker. 

(b)  Words  from  Stories: 

Put  distinctive  words  from  stories  in  envelopes,  e.g., 
words  from  “The  Little  Red  Hen”  and  “The  Three  Bears”. 
Let  the  children  put  the  words  into  two  columns,  one  headed 
by  “The  Little  Red  Hen,  ” the  other  by  “The  Three  Bears, ” e.g. 

bears,  bowls,  cry,  pig,  dog,  cat,  red,  woods,  soup, 
Silverlocks,  grind,  Tiny,  the  wheat  seed,  chairs,  etc. 

Other  groups  may  be : — 

(1)  “The  Gingerbread  Boy”  and  “The  Three  Billy 
Goats  Gruff.” 

(2)  “Chicken  Little”  and  “The  Three  Pigs.” 

(3)  “The  Boy  and  the  Goats”  and  “The  Little  Half- 
Chick.” 

(N.B.  These  groups  are  mentioned  because  of  their 
place  in  the  Canadian  Reader,  Book  I,  which  is  in  use  in  Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and  British  Columbia.) 
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(c)  Things  to  Eat: 

In  an  envelope  put  the  names  of  things  good  to  eat,  and 
of  things  not  good  to  eat.  Let  the  children  sort  into  two 
groups : — 


nuts 

grass 

carrots 

candy 

leaves 

wood 

butter 

bread 

meat 

flowers 

candles 

sugar 

wool 

pencils 

cake 

oranges 

paper 

apples 

stones 

beans 

straw 

pears 

trees 

cookies 

IV  Riddles 

( See  Sheet  3,  Grade  I,  for  additional  matter.) 


Riddles  make  excellent  reading  because  they  present 
a problem  to  be  solved.  They  are  written  on  the  board  for 
the  class,  or  better  still,  are  printed  on  cards  for  seat  work 
periods.  Examples  of  these  cards  are  also  available,  ready 
for  use,  by  the  publishers  of  this  book. 

(A)  These  riddles  should  be  very  simple  at  first — just 
single  sentences,  in  fact,  to  be  answered  by  a single  word  or 
phrase.  The  riddles  on  1 and  2 below  and  the  answers, 
if  put  into  separate  envelopes,  will  provide  suitable  material 
for  assembling  exercises. 


1.  I am  yellow 
I am  green 
I am  brown 
I am  white 
I am  black 
I am  little 
I am  red 
I am  blue 
I am  orange 


the  sun 
the  grass 
a seed 
snow 
coal 
a baby 

the  Little  Red  Hen 
the  sky 
an  orange 
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2.  I can  sing 


a bird 
a dog 
a kitty 
a horse 
a cow 
a hen 


I can  bark 
I can  purr 


I can  pull  wagons 
I give  you  milk 
I can  lay  eggs 
I can  crow 
I can  bounce 


a rooster 


a ball 
a top 


I can  spin 
I can  • write 


a pencil 


(B)  Riddles  involving  more  reading  matter 

I live  on  a farm. 

I eat  grass  and  hay. 

I have  a long  tail. 

I have  a mane. 

I draw  heavy  loads. 

I wear  shoes  on  my  feet. 

Sometimes  I carry  the  children  to  school. 


It  is  little. 

It  has  two  legs. 

It  scratches  the  dirt. 

It  says  “Peep,  Peep.” 

It  sleeps  under  its  mother’s  wing.. 

Do  you  know  it?  Ans.  A Chicken. 

I have  four  legs. 

I have  a back. 

I am  made  of  wood. 

You  sit  on  me. 

What  am  I?  Ans.  A Chair. 


Who  am  I? 


Ans.  A Horse. 
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I did  not  like  the  oven. 

I ran  away. 

I ran  very  fast. 

It  was  great  fun. 

But  the  fox  ran  fast,  too. 

So  he  ate  me. 

Who  am  I?  Ans.  The  Ginger  Bread  Boy. 

It  gets  up  early. 

It  peeps  in  our  windows. 

It  wakens  us. 

It  makes  the  day  warm. 

It  goes  to  bed  in  the  west. 

What  is  it?  Ans.  The  Sun. 

It  is  white. 

It  is  cold. 

It  comes  in  the  winter. 

It  comes  from  the  clouds. 

It  keeps  the  plants  warm. 

What  is  it?  Ans.  The  Snow. 

It  is  round. 

It  has  a skin. 

Sometimes  the  skin  is  red. 

Sometimes  the  skin  is  green. 

Sometimes  the  skin  is  yellow. 

It  has  a core. 

It  has  seeds. 

It  is  good  to  eat. 

What  is  it?  Ans.  An  Apple. 

It  comes  from  the  clouds. 

It  makes  the  flowers  grow. 

It  makes  the  roads  muddy. 

It  says  “patter,  patter”  when  it  falls. 

Ans.  The  Rain. 
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It  is  tall. 

Its  roots  are  in  the  ground. 

It  has  green  leaves  in  summer. 

The  birds  make  nests  in  it. 

In  summer  it  gives  us  shade. 

What  is  it?  Ans.  A Tree. 

I had  a pail. 

I went  to  get  water. 

I went  up  the  hill. 

I tumbled  after  Jack. 

Who  am  I?  Ans.  Jill. 

My  name  is  Jack. 

I am  not  Jack  Sprat. 

I did  not  go  up  the  hill. 

I sat  in  a corner. 

I ate  pie. 

Who  am  I?  Ans.  Jack  Horner. 

V True  and  False  Statements 
Have  the  children  mark  the  couplets  that  are  right  with 
C;  that  are  wrong,  with  X. 

1.  Jumbled  Nursery  lines: 

Bow-wow-wow 
Sang  for  his  supper. 

Little  Miss  Muffett 
Sat  on  a tuffett. 

Simple  Simon 

Come  blow  up  your  horn. 


JTJMBLED  SENTENCES 


Little  Tommy  Tucker 
Have  you  any  wool? 

Little  Betty  Blue 
Lost  her  holiday  shoe. 

Humpty  Dumpty 
Sat  on  a wall. 

2.  Jumbled  sentences: 

(Put  an  X after  the  statements  that  are  wrong.) 

(a)  A baby  can  skip. 

A horse  can  see. 

A drum  makes  a noise. 

A cow  eats  grass. 

A boy  can  fly. 

A top  can  spin. 

A dog  can  bawl. 

A ball  can  bounce. 

A bell  can  ring. 

A kitty  can  cluck. 

(b)  Water  runs  up  hill. 

Sugar  is  sour. 

Oranges  are  sweet. 

Fire  is  hot. 

Apples  are  good  to  eat. 

Butter  is  made  of  sawdust. 

Leaves  turn  green  in  the  fall. 

Snow  is  green. 

5 Bottles  are  made  of  glass. 

The  sky  is  blue.  Etc. 
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VI  Silent  Reading  Exercises 

Silent  reading  exercises  may  also  be  directions  for  work 
with  pencil  and  crayon.  Here  are  examples: 

1.  Draw  a snow  man. 

Put  a black  hat  on  his  head. 

Put  a stick  in  his  hand. 

2.  Santa  Claus  gave  Molly  a doll. 

Draw  the  doll. 

Make  her  dress  blue. 

Make  her  shoes  black. 

Make  her  stockings  white. 

Make  her  hat  blue. 

3.  Daddy  gave  Jack  a box  with  six  soldiers  in  it. 

Draw  them  standing  in  a row. 

Make  their  trousers  blue. 

Make  their  coats  red. 

Make  their  hats  blue. 

Put  a gun  in  each  soldier’s  hand. 

4.  Draw  a picture  of  the  thing  you  use  to  brush  your 
teeth. 

Draw  a picture  of  something  you  wear  on  your  head. 
Draw  a picture  of  what  you  wear  on  your  feet. 
Draw  a picture  of  the  thing  mother  uses  to  sew  cloth. 
Draw  a picture  of  the  thing  Jack  took  up  the  hill. 
Draw  a picture  of  the  thing  a man  uses  to  shoot  a 
bear. 

.5  Draw  the  house  where  the  three  bears  lived. 

Draw  a table. 

Put  the  three  bowls  of  soup  on  the  table. 

Draw  the  three  chairs. 

Draw  the  three  beds. 
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6.  Take  your  crayons,  and  your  scissors. 

I put  a piece  of  white  paper  on  your  desk. 

Draw  a ginger  bread  boy  on  it. 

Cut  him  out  with  your  scissors. 

Make  the  ginger  bread  boy  brown. 

Give  him  two  eyes. 

Give  him  a mouth. 

Make  buttons  on  his  coat. 

Booklets 

(a)  Nursery  Rhymes  are  often  used  as  a reading  lesson, 
even  after  the  first  two  months.  Use  the  assembling 
devices  given  in  the  suggestions  for  the  first  of  the 
year.  Then  let  the  children  paste  these  in  booklets, 
making  a drawing  to  illustrate,  or  pasting  in  a hec- 
tograph illustration  given  by  the  teacher,  or  using 
cut-outs. 

(b)  Use  cut-up  sentences  for  story  assembling  in  the 
same  way,  and  make  a picture  book  of  the  Three 
Bears;  the  Little  Red  Hen;  Little  Black  Sambo 
etc.  Paste  the  sentence  underneath  the  illustration. 


CHAPTER  IV 


Seatwork  for  Grade  II 


HEN  the  children  come  to  Grade  II  they  have  a fair 


knowledge  of  words  and  simple  sentences.  Frequently 
there  must  be,  however,  a goodly  amount  of  drill  when  the 
children  enter  Grade  II,  as  the  intervening  vacation  may 
not  have  been  very  advantageous  for  their  reading.  Phone- 
tics should  receive  much  attention,  as  the  work  of  Grade  I 
cannot  possibly  stress  sufficiently  this  important  phase  of 
the  mechanics  of  reading.  Much  silent  reading  of  greater 
length  than  that  of  Grade  I,  and  more  varied  in  context, 
may  well  be  used  in  seatwork  in  this  grade. 

Examples  of  Phonetic  Seatwork 

1.  A booklet.  Each  page  is  devoted  to  a sound.  The 
sounds  are  the  more  difficult  ones  which  need  atten- 
tion here;  words  of  more  than  one  syllable  may  be 
used  to  advantage,  thus  stressing  the  mechanical 
side  of  word  recognition.  Examples  of  the  difficult 
sounds  are:  ea  (head),  ew  (few),  oi  (oil),  og  (tog), 
tion,  oo  (moon),  oo  (book),  ei  (eight),  ce  (dance), 
ge  (page). 

2.  Children  may  again  make  lists  of  words  (a)  that 
rhyme;  (b)  that  contain  a given  sound. 

3.  Jumbled  letters.  Let  the  children  make  the  words, 
ch,  r,  ai;  i,  ck,  ch;  i,  qu,  11;  ou,  s,  n,  d;  i,  ch,  1,  d;  e, 
1,  t,  t,  er;  d,  oa,  r;  ar,  d,  g,  en;  n,  ai,  r;  m,  n,  o,  th; 
1,  ch,  oo,  s;  d,  ar,  c; 

(You  will  observe  that  the  letters  representing 
the  sound  are  placed  together,  e.g.,  th,  ch,  ar,  etc.) 
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4.  An  excellent  type  of  phonetic  work  may  be  had 
in  riddles.  For  example: 

(a)  Use  “ee”  to  make  these  words: 

I am  a covering  for  the  bed. 

I am  part  of  your  shoe. 

I am  the  colour  of  the  grass. 

I am  a vegetable. 

(b)  Each  answer  must  have  “ar”  in  it. 

Name  something  in  which  we  ride. 

Name  something  to  mend  your  stockings. 

(c)  Use  “oo”  to  make  these  words: 

You  see  me  in  the  sky  at  night. 

You  use  me  to  sweep  the  floor. 

I have  thread  around  me. 

You  use  me  to  eat  porridge. 

(d)  Use  “or”  to  make  these  words: 

I grow  in  the  fields. 

I live  in  the  top  of  a bottle. 

You  use  me  to  eat  your  pie. 

5.  Let  the  children  make  small  words  from  longer  words, 
e.g.  lemonade,  violets,  vegetable,  gingerbread,  Sil- 
verlocks,  springtime. 

6.  Let  the  children  fill  in  blanks  using  words  contain- 
ing a certain  sound: 

Use  “or”  for  these  words: — 

There  was  a snow  yesterday. 

Boy  Blue  drove  the  cows  from  the  

Boy  Blue  blew  his  
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Silent  Reading  Exercises 

I Assembling  Exercises 
( See  Sheet  1,  Grade  II.) 

These  are  as  useful  as  in  Grade  I;  and  many  varied  types 
are  to  be  discovered,  Again  the  obvious  phrases  are  given. 
Note:  These  sentences  will  be  cut  in  two  as  indicated. 


The  children  match.  Examples 
at  the  publishing  house. 

(a)  Community  activities : 

/ A janitor 
A dentist 
A tailor 

(b)  Animal  characteristics: 

^ A cat 
A sheep 
An  elephant 

(c)  Sleeping  things : 

Hens  sleep 
Birds  sleep 
Horses  sleep 

(d)  Where  we  get  things: 

The  sheep  gives  us 
The  bees  give  us 
The  hen  gives  us 

(e)  Funny  parts: 

A pin  has 
A table  has 
A chair  has 


of  these  are  also  obtainable 


keeps  the  school  room  clean, 
fills  people’s  teeth, 
makes  suits  for  ladies  and 
gentlemen. 

has  whiskers. 

has  wool  on  its  back. 

has  a trunk. 

on  a roost, 
in  a nest, 
in  a stable. 

wool, 
honey, 
eggs.  ^ 

a head, 
legs, 
a back. 
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(f)  Things  that  belong  to  each  other: 

An  apple  has  a core 

A door  has  a knob, 

A lock  has  a key. 


(g)  Coverings : 

We  wear  gloves 
We  wear  shoes 
We  wear  stockings 


on  our  hands, 
on  our  feet, 
on  our  legs. 


(h)  Politeness : 

We  say  “Please”  when  we  ask  for  anything. 

We  say  “Good  morning”  when  we  meet  people 
in  the  morning. 

We  say  “Excuse  me”  when  we  walk  in  front 
of  anyone. 

II  Questions 

The  exercises  may  be  changed  into  larger  forms,  for 
example : 

What  does  a dentist  do? 

/ What  does  a tailor  do? 

What  animal  has  wool  on  its  back? 

What  animal  always  carries  his  trunk? 

What  little  animal  has  whiskers? 

Ill  Assorting  Exercises 

These  exercises  are  very  interesting  and  many  words 
may  be  added  to  the  children’s  reading  vocabulary  by  their 
use.  They  afford  excellent  problems  in  word  recognition. 

Put  the  following  words  in  envelopes  and  on  the  outside 
of  the  envelope  write  instructions  similar  to  these.  ( See  Sheet 

8,  Grade  II , for  other  examples.) 
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(a)  “Inside  you  will  find  the  things  that  Father  does 
and  the  things  that  Mother  does.  Put  the  things 
that  Father  does  under  his  name,  and  the  things 
that  Mother  does  under  her  name.” 

Words  in  envelope: 

sweeps  the  floor  plants  the  garden 

milks  the  cow  mends  the  fences 

waters  the  horse  plants  the  trees 

makes  the  bed  irons  the  clothes 

cooks  the  dinner  mends  the  clothes 

makes  the  fire  in  the  furnace  bakes  cakes 


(b)  In  the  envelope  you  will  find  the  names  of  things 
we  do  in  summer  and  things  we  do  in  winter.  Put 
the  things  we  do  in  winter  under  winter’s  name, 
and  the  things  we  do  in  summer  under  summer’s 
name : 

We  wear  mittens.  We  make  snow  forts. 

We  pick  berries.  We  skate. 

We  swim  in  the  lake.  We  wear  heavy  coats. 

We  shovel  snow.  We  pick  flowers. 

We  play  fox  and  geese.  We  see  the  robins. 

We  have  picnics.  We  get  up  when  it  is  dark. 

(c)  Inside  of  this  envelope  you  will  find  the  names  of 
things  in  the  kitchen  and  in  the  bedroom.  Put  the 
kitchen  things  in  one  row.  Put  the  bedroom  things 
in  another  row: 


dishpan 

broom 

blanket 

comb| 

mop 

rolling  pin 

bed 

stove 

pillow 

mirror 

quilt 

bread  knife 

kettle 

flour 

bureau 

pin  cushion 

dustpan 

mattress 
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(d)  Have  strips  of  paper  on  which  are  written  these 
phrases : 

When  mother  sews  she  needs  

When  mother  sweeps  she  needs  

When  mother  writes  letters  she  needs 

When  mother  washes  she  needs  


On  pieces  of  paper  are  the  following 
sorted  and  put  in  proper  groups: 


the  scissors 
thread 

writing  paper 
a blotter 
a wringer 

(e) 


a thimble 
a broom 
a stamp 
a pen 

a clothes  line 


a spool 
a dustpan 
ink 
soap 

a )vash-board 


words  to  be  as- 

a needle 
a dustmop 
an  envelope 
a wash-tub 


Similar  Groups 


(1)  When  a man  milks  a cow  he  uses  . 
When  a man  drives  a horse  he  needs 
When  a man  paints,  he  needs 
When  a man  shovels  snow,  he  needs 


(2)  When  mother  goes  shopping,  she  needs 
When  mother  scrubs,  she  needs 

When  mother  sews,  she  needs  

When  mother  bakes,  she  needs  

(3)  When  Daddy  makes  things  he  needs 
When  Daddy  cuts  the  grass,  he  needs 
When  Daddy  feeds  the  horses,  he  needs 
When  Daddy  cleans  his  shoes,  he  needs 
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IV  Riddles 

The  phonetic  work  of  this  grade  suggests  riddles  which 
correspond  to  the  one  line  riddles  of  Grade  I,  the  addition 
here  being  that  the  sound  must  be  considered,  rather  than 
the  matching  of  word  with  description,  e.g.: 

You  use  me  to  sweep  the  floor — See  page  25. 

The  larger  riddles  are  also  interesting  in  Grade  II,  and 
more  reading  may  be  given  in  the  exercise.  The  chief  point 
in  planning  riddles  is  to  maintain  suspense,  keeping  the  secret 
as  long  as  possible.  ( See  Sheet  2,  Grade  II.) 

1.  Sometimes  I live  in  the  kitchen. 

Your  mother  shakes  me  on  the  potatoes. 

I go  into  the  vegetables  too. 

Sometimes  I am  on  the  dining  room  table. 

You  shake  me  on  some  of  your  food. 

I am  made  of  fine  white  grains. 

Do  you  know  me? 

2.  It  is  a very  big  animal. 

It  can  carry  many  men  on  its  back. 

You  see  it  in  a circus,  sometimes. 

Then  you  feed  it  peanuts. 

It  always  carries  its  trunk  with  it. 

What  is  it? 

3.  It  has  a yellow  and  white  centre. 

It  has  a hard  shell. 

It  cannot  stand  up. 

We  put  it  in  hot  water. 

When  it  boils  we  crack  the  shell. 

We  put  salt  and  butter  on  it. 

We  eat  it  with  a spoon. 

What  is  it? 
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4.  I am  big  and  black. 

I have  four  legs. 

I have  a pipe  and  an  oven. 

The  kettle  sits  on  me. 

The  cakes  are  put  in  my  oven. 

The  meat  is  cooked  in  my  oven. 

I live  in  the  kitchen. 

Of  course  you  know  me. 

5.  You  wear  us  every  day. 

We  keep  you  warm. 

You  like  us  when  we  are  new. 

You  put  your  toes  through  us  when  we  are  old. 

You  run  on  us  all  day  long. 

At  night  we  are  tired  too. 

If  you  don’t  wear  us,  you  may  hurt  your  feet. 

We  are  made  of  leather,  and  there  are  two  of  us. 

6.  Sometimes  empty,  sometimes  full, 

Sometimes  hot  and  sometimes  cold. 

If  you  have  to  pick  me  up, 

By  my  handle  you  must  hold. 

Upon  the  stove  the  whole  day  long, 

When  hot  I sing  a little  song. 

Y Jumbled  Sentences 

These  afford  fun  for  Grade  II,  and  are  good  exercises  in 
thought  getting.  Write  the  following  jumbles  on  the  board. 
The  children  write  the  proper  form  in  their  books. 

1.  dress  has  a red  Mary. 

2.  candle  the  Jack  over  jumped  stick. 

3.  yard  boys  ball  in  The  the  play. 

4.  nests  in  Birds  sleep  their. 
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5.  heavy  Big  horses  loads  draw. 

6.  night  We  stars  at  see  the. 

7.  The  has  two  clock  hands. 

8.  their  play  Girls  dolls  with. 

9.  Father  away  Did  your  go? 

10.  made  are  of  wood  Desks. 

VI  True  and  False  Statements 

Children  find  a great  pleasure  in  these,  and  consequently 
much  reading  is  done. 

Copy  these  sentences  and  put  an  X after  those  that  are 
wrong.  ( See  Sheet  1,  Grade  II,  for  additional  sentences .) 

(a)  Chimneys  are  built  in  houses. 

Shoes  are  sold  in  grocery  stores. 

Most  elephants  are  white  and  have  six  legs. 

I can  light  a fire  with  a match. 

Dinner  is  the  first  meal  of  the  day. 

Mice  like  fresh  cheese. 

We  cut  grain  in  the  spring. 

Horses  and  cows  eat  hay. 

Autumn  comes  after  spring. 

We  buy  sugar  by  the  pound. 

(b)  Most  dogs  are  larger  than  cats. 

We  use  our  ears  for  feeling. 

Automobiles  are  faster  than  horses. 

The  cat  was  eaten  by  a mouse. 

The  sun  shines  in  the  day  time. 

Trees  have  green  leaves  in  winter. 

Boys  play  baseball  in  summer. 

We  can  see  through  glass. 

Water  flows  up  and  down  hill. 

Curtains  make  the  windows  pretty. 


FINDING  OPPOSITES  OF  WORDS  AND  SENTENCES 
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VII  Opposites 

Problems  involving  opposites  may  be  varied,  using  words, 
phrases  and  sentences.  ( See  also  Sheets  1 and  2,  Grade  III.) 

(a)  Find  the  words  that  mean  the  opposite  of: 

little,  clean,  light,  open,  hard,  first,  ugly,  out,  thick, 

naughty,  weak,  worse,  good,  strong,  dirty,  dark,  big,  soft,  thin, 
short,  beautiful,  in,  last. 

(b)  Write  the  words  that  mean  the  opposite  of: 

wet,  bottom,  back,  quick,  full,  worse,  large,  merry,  be- 
ginning, give,  asleep. 

(c)  Find  the  words  that  mean  the  opposite  of: 

lie  down,  high  up,  to  the  left,  black  as  ink,  cold  as  ice, 
down  to  the  bottom,  low  down,  white  as  snow,  up  to  the  top, 
warm  as  toast,  sit  up. 

(d)  Write  the  words  that  mean  the  opposite  of  each 
group  of  words  in  (c). 

(e)  Write  down  the  opposites  of  these  sentences,  changing 
the  marked  word : 

1.  John  found  a short  pencil. 

2.  The  day  was  very  dull. 

3.  The  window  was  open. 

4.  I like  thick  pieces  of  toast. 

5.  The  little  boys  played  in  the  yard. 

6.  Mother  told  us  to  stay  outside. 

7.  The  stones  were  smooth. 

8.  The  cherry  pie  was  sweet. 

9.  John  has  an  untidy  desk. 

10.  The  path  to  the  house  was  straight. 
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VIII  Directions  for  Hand  Work 

These  are  similar  to  the  devices  for  Grade  I,  but  may 
be  more  elaborate. 

1.  Draw  six  circles.  Number  them. 

Make  the  first  circle  into  the  picture  of  a wheel. 
Change  the  second  circle  to  make  it  look  like  the  moon. 
Put  a stem  on  the  third  circle  and  make  it  look  like 
an  apple. 

Put  marks  on  the  fourth  circle  to  make  it  look  like 
a King’s  crown. 

Pretend  the  next  circle  is  a pie.  Cut  it  into  six  pieces. 
Add  another  circle  to  the  last  one,  then  join  them 
to  look  like  a pair  of  glasses. 

2.  Draw  a picture  of  a milk  bottle.  Write  below  it, 

“Drink  milk  and  you  will  be  healthy.” 

Draw  a picture  of  an  apple.  Write  below  it,  “An 
apple  a day  keeps  the  doctor  away.” 

Draw  a picture  of  your  bedroom  window.  Show  how 
it  should  look  when  you  are  asleep.  Write  below 
it,  “We  need  fresh  air  day  and  night.” 

Draw  a picture  of  a cake  of  soap.  Print  on  it  “Soap.” 
Write  below,  “We  should  have  clean  hands.” 

3.  Draw  a Christmas  tree  and  colour  it.  Put  six  red 

candles  and  three  white  candles  on  it. 

Put  a yellow  star  at  the  top  of  the  tree. 

Draw  a Christmas  stocking  at  one  side.  Put  a dolly 
on  the  other  side  for  Mary. 

Put  a drum  under  the  tree  for  Jack. 


CHOICE  OF  WORDS 
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IX  Choice  of  Words 

Choose  the  right  words  to  finish  the  sentences: — 

1.  Trees  have leaves  in  summer. 

(yellow,  black,  green) 

2.  The  sun  makes  the  day 

(young,  black,  bright) 

3.  Chickens  have  only feet. 

(green,  old,  two) 

4.  We  see  with  our 

(feet,  ears,  eyes) 

5.  Horses  pull  big 

(trains,  houses,  wagons) 

6.  Chairs  are  made  of 

(stone,  wood,  glass) 

7.  We  read in  books. 

(pens,  stories,  flowers) 

8.  A crow  says 

(bow-wow,  caw-caw,  baa-baa) 

9.  Mother  puts  the  carpet  on  the 

(table,  window,  floor) 

10.  We  put on  our  bread. 

(cream,  tea,  butter) 

X Stories:  Questions 

(The  Canadian  Reader,  Book  II  is  used  here.) 
Read  page  95. 

Answer  these  questions  in  sentences. 

Who  was  Juno? 

Whom  did  she  take  for  her  messenger? 

Where  did  Iris  live? 

Tell  two  things  with  which  she  played. 

Where  did  she  sleep? 

Who  was  her  grandfather? 
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Read  page  96. 

Find  the  answer  to  these  questions. 

How  did  her  grandfather  amuse  her  when  she  went  to  visit 
him? 

Name  the  four  who  decided  to  make  a bridge  for  Iris. 

Why  did  they  make  the  bridge? 

Read  page  97. 

Find  the  answers  to  these  questions. 

What  did  the  earth  give  to  make  the  bridge? 

What  did  the  sea  give? 

What  did  the  clouds  give? 

Who  spun  the  bridge? 

Where  did  he  fasten  one  end  of  the  bridge? 

What  did  he  fasten  to  the  other  end? 

Has  anyone  ever  found  the  pot? 

Booklets 

1.  Phonetic  booklets;  these  have  been  described.  See 

pages  31-32 

2.  Language  booklets: 

(a)  Children  of  other  lands.  The  children  bring 
their  own  pictures  to  use  for  illustration.  The 
paragraph  is  a “group  effort,”  where  the  various 
sentences  are  suggested  and  corrected  in  class 
recitations.  Then  they  are  copied  in  the  book. 

(b)  Picture  booklets.  Use  the  small  Perry  Pictures, 
or  other  interesting  little  pictures.  Paste  in 
books.  Under  the  picture,  a sentence  or  a group 
of  sentences  may  be  written.  Such  a collection 
is  again  a group  effort  on  the  part  of  the  children. 


CHAPTER  V 

Seatwork  for  Grade  III 

GRADE  HI  children  have  so  much  more  vocabulary  at 
their  disposal,  so  much  greater  skill  and  speed  in  hand- 
writing, and  so  much  more  independence,  that  the  problem 
of  seatwork  is  simplified  and  the  amount  and  variety  of 
material  almost  limitless. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  outline  seatwork  in  Arithmetic  in 
this  grade,  for  problems  in  the  four  simple  operations  provide 
even  more  than  an  abundance.  The  child  in  the  third  year 
at  school  is  past  the  use  of  objects  on  his  desk.  Various  forms 
of  drill  are  in  every  arithmetic  on  the  market. 

There  is  an  opening  in  Art  for  much  profitable  seatwork, 
especially  for  the  artistic  teacher,  for  now  one  expects  some- 
thing more  than  the  crude  work  of  Grade  I.  Illustration  of 
rhymes,  stories  and  incidents  is  an  interesting  task,  especially 
if  this  be  connected  with  silent  reading.  Exercises  such  as 
are  given  below  are  helpful. 

1.  Tommy  Teddy  Bear’s  mother  is  washing  today; 
Rub-a-dub,  rub-a-dub,  rub-a-dub! 

She  is  washing  his  mittens  while  he  is  at  play, 
Rub-a-dub,  rub-a-dub,  rub-a-dub! 

Draw  two  clothes-line  posts  three  inches  apart. 

Colour  them  black. 

Draw  the  clothes-line  between  them. 

Put  Tommy’s  two  mittens  on  the  line  with  pins. 
Colour  them  brown. 
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2.  Hickory,  dickory,  dock. 

The  mouse  ran  up  the  clock. 

The  clock  struck  one, 

The  mouse  ran  down. 

Hickory,  dickory,  dock. 

Draw  a clock,  making  its  face  two  inches  wide. 
Make  the  hands  say  one  o’clock. 

Draw  the  mouse  running  down,  etc. 

Cutting,  pasting  and  construction  work  is  in  the  same 
class  of  seatwork  as  the  art.  By  correlating  with  silent  read- 
ing, the  actual  reading  is  motivated,  and  the  value  of  the  hand- 
work increased.  A typical  exercise  is  given. 

1.  To  make  a block: 

Fold  your  paper  into  sixteen  squares. 

Cut  off  four  squares  from  one  side. 

Cut  as  shown  here. 


Fold  like  a box  and  paste  together 


TYPES  OF  SILENT  READING 
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2.  From  an  old  magazine  cut  a lady,  a gentleman,  and 
two  children.  Paste  them  on  your  paper.  Under  these  write 
in  your  best  handwriting: 

These  are  the  children  with  clean  white  teeth, 
Their  father  and  mother,  too. 

Early  each  morning  they  sing  this  gay  song: 

“We  brush  our  teeth  daily,  we  do!” 

Silent  Reading 

Silent  reading  offers  such  a wide  variety  of  material  for 
seatwork  in  Grade  III  that  it  forms  practically  the  link  which 
correlates  all  the  subjects.  Any  teacher  who  does  not  use 
this  type  of  work  frequently,  may  well  study  its  possibilities. 
Suggestive  exercises  are  given  below. 

Riddles 

1 . I run  through  the  grass, 

I fly  through  the  air, 

I play  in  the  treetops, 

I haven’t  a care. 

I scatter  the  leaves 

The  windows  I shake, 

I howl  in  the  mornings. 

To  make  you  awake.  (Answer:  The  Wind) 

2.  Each  boy  has  a pocketful, 

They’re  always  tumbling  out; 

They  sparkle  with  a dozen  hues, 

They  roll  and  roll  about.  (Answer:  Marbles) 
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3.  What  has  a face  but  no  head?  (A  clock  or  a watch) 
What  has  a head  but  no  hair?  (Pin  or  tack) 
What  has  an  eye  but  no  nose?  (Needle) 

What  has  two  hands  but  no  feet?  (Clock  or  watch) 
What  has  an  elbow  but  no  arm?  (Stovepipe) 
What  has  four  legs  but  no  arms?  (Table  or  chair) 
What  has  teeth,  but  no  mouth?  (Comb) 

What  has  a tongue,  but  cannot  talk?  (Boot  or  shoe) 


4.  Each  answer  is  a word  containing  the  letters  ai. 
The  postman  brings  me  to  your  door.  (Mail) 

I am  frozen  rain.  (Hail) 

Children  carry  water  in  me.  (Pail) 

I am  part  of  a railroad  track.  (Rail) 

People  sit  on  me.  (Chair) 

Men  drive  me  into  wood  with  a hammer.  (Nail) 
I grow  on  your  hands.  (Nail) 

I grow  on  your  head.  (Hair) 

I come  from  the  clouds  in  summer.  (Rain) 

You  breathe  me  every  minute.  (Air) 

You  feel  me  when  you  cut  your  finger.  (Pain) 


5.  Each  answer  is  a word  ending  in  ight 
I come  with  the  day. 

I come  when  the  day  is  over. 

You  feel  me  when  you  are  afraid. 

The  cork  in  a bottle  must  be 

or  the  medicine  will  spill. 

If  you  are  not you  are  wrong. 

If  the  day  is  dull  and  cloudy,  it  cannot  be  . 
When  two  dogs  have  only  one  bone,  they 
If  I cannot  see  very  well,  the  doctor 
says  my is  not  good. 


{light) 

{night) 

{fright) 

{tight) 

{right) 

{bright) 

{fight) 


{sight) 


PHONICS 
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6.  Write  in  your  book  the  name  of  something: 

That  unlocks  a door. 

That  holds  milk. 

That  cuts  meat. 

That  sews  your  clothes. 

That  sweeps  the  floor. 

That  digs  the  garden. 

That  opens  a can  of  tomatoes. 

That  makes  heat. 

That  we  plant  to  grow  flowers. 

That  holds  a letter. 

Some  of  these  admit  of  several  answers,  so  the  teacher 
will  accept  ally  answer  that  is  correct,  and  which  shows  that 
the  child  has  been  thinking. 


7.  How  many  words  can  you  make  in  two  minutes  from 
the  letters  in  any  one  of  these  words: 


yesterday 

doorway 

candlelight 

to-morrow 

comfortable 


season 

everything 

arithmetic 

schooldays 

rainbow 


These  are  suggestive,  and  can  be  enlarged  almost  in- 
definitely, though  it  must  be  remembered  that  no  one  type 
of  work  should  be  used  until  it  becomes  tiresome  and  loses 
its  power  to  awaken  interest. 

Phonics 


Phonics,  using  the  more  difficult  combinations,  widens 
the  child’s  vocabulary,  and  develops  through  quick  recogni- 
tion, a fluency  in  reading,  both  silent  and  oral.  Continuing 
the  Grade  II  work,  one  may  use  such  types  as: 
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Ans. 


(a)  Using  sentences  with  blanks  to  be  filled  in  with  words 
containing  a given  group  of  letters:  For  example — 

Use  ie  in  each  word  you  fill  in. 


I am  an  Indian  

Wheat  grows  in  a 

Do  you  like  jam  on  a of  bread? 

A man  who  steals  is  called  a 

The  warriors  of  long  ago  wore  a to  pro- 

tect them,  etc. 


Exercises  of 

this  type 

may  be  made  for  letters  as 

ai,  ay,  sh,  ch,  tch,  ing, 

igh,  oa,  ee,  th,  qu,  wh,  etc. 

(b)  Making  words,  when  one  part  of  the  word 

is  given,  e.g. : 

under.  . . . 

cob .... 

school 

window 

to ......  . 

bye 

set 

. . . way,  etc. 

: understand 

cobweb 

schoolroom 

windowsill 

today 

goodbye 

sunset 

doorway. 

(c)  Making  words  with  a 

given  ending: 

1.  Add  nee  to 

each  group  of  letters  and 

pronounce. 

fe 

gla 

pri 

da 

he 

si 

pra 

la 

mi 

cha 

du 

qui 

2.  Add  ed  to  each  word.  In  these  words  “ed”  has  the 


sound  of  t. 

Pronounce  each 

new  word. 

box 

peck 

kiss 

hush 

wish 

miss 

rock 

rush 

bless 

match 

push 

watch 

WORD  building:  phonics 
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Add  s to 

each 

word: 

dog 

room 

book 

light 

pan 

door 

carpet 

cow 

horse 

broom 

ruler 

loon 

Add  s to 

each 

word: 

rope 

home 

lake 

time 

mile 

gate 

bone 

pipe 

blade 

spade 

wave 

care 

Add  es  to 

each 

word: 

box 

ax 

ditch 

match 

tax 

lunch 

brush 

ash 

dish 

6.  Add  ight  to  each: 

1,  f,  br,  si,  s,  m,  n,  t,  fl,  fr,  kn,  bl,  pi,  r, 

7.  Add  ought  to  each: 

th,  br,  b,  f,  s,  wr. 

8.  Add  aught  to  each: 

c,  n,  t,  fr. 

9.  Add  mb  to  each.  Remember  that  the  b is  silent. 

li,  la,  thu,  du,  cru,  co,  cli. 

10.  Add  ed  to  each  word.  Y before  “ed”  becomes  i.  A 
single  final  consonant  preceded  by  a single  vowel  is 
doubled  when  ed  or  ing  is  added. 


fry 

rip 

slip 

chat 

cry 

sip 

trip 

dip 

try 

sin 

pop 

stop 

pry 

pin 

hop 

slap 
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Add  ing. 

Remember  that 

a single  final  consonant 

preceded  by  a single  vowel 

is  doubled  before  adding 

ed  or  ing 

sin 

slip 

chat 

rip 

trip 

dip 

sip 

pop 

stop 

pin 

hop 

slap 

Add  ing. 

Words  ending  in  “e’ 

’ drop  the  “e”  before  adding 

ing. 

make 

have 

rove 

pile  shake 

take 

love 

wave 

bake  shade 

give 

live 

wake 

rake  care 

13.  Add  ly  to  each  word,  and  use  the  word  in  a sentence, 
(y  becomes  i before  adding  ly.) 


like 

certain 

quiet 

funny 

love 

sure 

quick 

happy 

beautiful 

rapid 

tight 

merry 

wonderful 

pretty 

nice 

gay 

14. 

Add  lion  to 

each  group  of 

letters : 

no 

posi 

rela 

junc 

sta 

addi 

defini 

benedic 

ques 

subtrac 

direc 

congrega 

loca 

multiplica 

connec 

15. 

Add  able  to 

each  group  of 

letters : 

suit 

wash 

think 

miser 

port 

work 

pli 

comfort 

eat 

punish 

laugh 

transfer 

WORD  BUILDING 


53 


16. 

Add  ful  to 

each  word: 

hope 

use 

pail 

spoon 

care 

colour 

help 

bowl 

wonder 

art 

pan 

health 

hand 

cup 

box 

hurt 

17. 

Add  less  to 

each  word: 

hope 

use 

life 

thank 

care 

cloud 

motion 

worth 

colour 

sun 

help 

father 

18. 

Add  age  to 

each  group 

of  letters: 

mile 

acre 

marri 

parson 

cott 

foli 

carri 

pass 

Making  Words  with  a Given  Prefix 


1.  Prefix  each  word  with  sub: 

tract  due  serve 

scribe  ject  stance 

let  mit  urb 

side  sist  way 

2.  Put  a in  front  of  each  word: 

lone  round  wake 

way  side  rise 

cross  broad  midst 

3.  Prefix  each  word  with  un: 

happy  natural  like 

usual  easy  settle 

real  ruly  fold 


54 


SEATWORK  FOR  PRIMARY  GRADES 


4. 

Prefix  each 

word  with  under: 

stood 

take 

hand 

stand 

taking 

current 

lie 

taker 

wear 

bid 

mine 

value 

5. 

Prefix  each 

word  with  dis: 

turb 

pute 

arm 

play 

order 

tract 

pleasure 

tance 

prove 

pose 

tort 

close 

6. 

Prefix  each 

word  with  con: 

vert 

voy 

trive 

tain 

cave 

vict 

tend 

suit 

vex 

viction 

trary 

sent 

verse 

tent 

trast 

sist 

7. 

Prefix  with 

inter: 

fere 

change 

view 

cede 

est 

ject 

course 

rupt 

line 

8. 

Prefix  with 

per: 

ceive 

haps 

sist 

feet 

mit 

verse 

fection 

son 

plex 

fume 

severe 

spire 

9. 

Place  these 

letters  at  the  beginning  of  each  group 

spr 

ite 

ead 

inkle 

out 

ee 

int 

at  3 

ing 

inter 

awl 

inging 

uce 

WORD  building:  phonics 
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10.  Place  these  letters  at  the  beginning  of  each  group: 
sir 


aggie 

ange 

eet 

etcher 

aight 

angle 

ength 

ide 

ain 

ap 

ong 

ive 

ainer 

earn 

ess 

oil 

and 

earning 

ip 

ipe 

11. 

Place  these  letters  in  front 

of  each 

group : 

squ 

irm 

ash 

eak 

eal 

irrel 

are 

eeze 

int 

at 

12. 

Place  these  letters  in  front  of  each 

group : 

scr 

earn 

awl 

ibble 

ap 

amble 

ibbler 

imp 

een 

ibbling 

ew 

ape 

ewdriver 

13. 

Place  gn  in 

front  of  each 

group  of  letters: 

( g is  silent) 

at 

ash 

aw 

ome 

arl 

awer 

14. 

Place  kn  in 

front  of  each 

: ( k is 

silent.) 

ow 

ew 

it 

ot 


eel] 

eeling 

ell 


ock 

ocking 

ocker 


owing 
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15. 

Place  wr 

in  front  of  each: 

(w 

is  silent.) 

ite 

en 

ing 

ap 

ist 

inger 

itten 

ote 

ung 

iter 

ong 

ench 

16. 

Place  ex  in  front  of  each  word: 

pect 

pose 

ist 

ample 

press 

ercise 

tra 

plode 

cuse 

tend 

pense 

claim 

tent 

change 

pend 

17. 

Place  dis 

before  each  group 

of 

letters  and  use  each 

word  in 

a sentence. 

turb 

tress 

cover 

may 

please 

credit 

gust 

cuss 

like 

There  are  many  more  of  this  type  which  will  lend  them- 

selves 

to  seat  work. 

It 

will  readily  be  seen  that  these  phonetic  exercises  are 

closely  related  to  spelling,  and  later  they  swing  into  constructive 

spelling  work  of 

this  kind : 

1. 

Build  one 

more  word  and  add 

it  to  each  group : 

kind 

kinder 

kindly 

come 

become 

welcome 

sail 

sailor 

sailed 

long 

longer 

longest 

plain 

plainest 

plainly 

run 

runner 

running 

point 

pointed 

pointedly 

boil 

boiled 

boiler 

teach 

teacher 

teaching 

bound 

boundary 

bounder 

SYNONYMS  AND  ANTONYMS 
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2.  Add  as  many  related  words  to  each  group  as  you  can: 


fasten 

fastener  skip 

skipping 

hope 

hoping  red 

redder 

begin 

beginner  cloud 

cloudburst 

wash 

washboard  cup 

cupful 

laugh 

laughing  drill 

drilled 

Build  as 

many  words  from  each  word 

as  possible : 

miss 

cross 

like 

way 

light 

write 

think 

walk 

under 

colour 

Synonyms  and  Antonyms 

These  provide  interesting  training  for  Third  Grade  pupils. 
There  are  various  ways  of  giving  these,  some  of  which  are 
illustrated  here. 

1.  Match  the  words  which  mean  the  same,  or  nearly  the 
same. 


tall 

gay 

great 

noisy 

big 

loud 

high 

fast 

small 

quick 

merry 

large 

wide 

little 

broad 

cheery 

2.  Give  words  meaning  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  as: 


dear 

commence 

beat 

help 

inexpensive 

finish 

bear 

scare 

idle 

trail 

poor 

grasp 
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3.  Change  the  underlined  word  to  another  word  with 
the  same  meaning: 

My  new  dress  was  an  expensive  one. 

Is  milk  cheap  in  your  city? 

John  is  a lazy  boy  to-day. 

We  will  begin  our  work  at  once. 

This  is  the  end  of  the  day. 

Do  you  ever  drive  over  this  path ? 

4.  Copy  the  sentences,  and  underline  words  which  are 
spelled  differently,  but  sounded  the  same. 

(1)  I pare  an  apple. 

The  pear  is  sour. 

Have  you  a pair  of  towels? 

(2)  I see  you. 

The  sea  is  the  ocean. 


(3) 

What  do  you  want  to  be  when  you  grow  up? 
Have  you  ever  been  stung  by  a bee? 

(4) 

I like  to  read  about  the  Wee,  Wee  Woman. 
We  all  like  that  story. 

(5) 

There  are  six  pages  in 

this  little  book. 

The  boys  are  in  their 

rooms. 

Use  in 

sentences : 

here 

feet 

red 

hear 

feat 

read 

meet 

read 

wood 

meat 

reed 

would 

SYNONYMS  AND  ANTONYMS 
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6.  Put  in  the  correct  word: 
eight,  ate : 

I my  dinner. 

There  are  men  on  the  train. 

for,  fore,  or  four: 

The  horse’s feet  are  white. 

. men  went  out  in  a boat. 

Go  to  the  store  me. 

one,  won : 

I have  only  pencil. 

James  the  race. 

to,  too,  or  two: 

Come  school,  little  boy. 

I can  count  to  

Bring  the  book  me. 

he’ll,  or  heel: 

come  very  soon,  I think. 

Is  your  sore? 

fare,  fair: 

The  on  the  street  car  is  five  cents. 

I went  to  the  with  my  Daddy. 

shoo,  shoe: 

Mother  says  “ ! ” to  the  chickens. 

I have  a hole  in  my  

flower,  flour : 

Bread  is  made  of  

The  rose  is  a 


60 


SEATWORK  FOR  PRIMARY  GRADES 


Abbreviations 

(a)  Write  in  full:  Sun.,  Fri.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Thur.,  Sat.,  Wed. 

(b)  Write  short  forms  for  January,  June,  September 
April,  December  and  May. 

(c)  Copy,  writing  all  abbreviations  in  full: 

1.  The  meeting  is  on  Fri.,  Jan.  23rd. 

2.  Oct.  and  Nov.  come  after  Sept. 

3.  We  go  to  school  on  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thur., 

and  Fri. 

4.  On  Sun.  we  go  to  Sun.  School. 

5.  On  Sat.  I play  at  home. 

6.  Feb.  and  Mar.  are  usually  stormy  months. 


Examples  of  Silent  Reading  Exercises: 

I Motivated  Reading  from  a Book 

(a)  Belling  the  Cat,  Canadian  Reader  III,  p.  9.  On  the 
blackboard  the  following  questions  will  be  placed  to  guide 
the  child  in  his  reading  of  the  lesson.  He  need  not  write  the 
answers,  but  he  must  read  so  that  he  will  know  them  when 
he  comes  up  in  class. 

1.  Why  were  the  mice  afraid  of  the  cat? 

2.  What  had  she  done  to  them  already? 

3.  Who  suggested  the  bell? 

4.  Did  Jimmie  Gray  Back  think  it  a good  plan? 

5.  Why  did  he  look  out  of  the  corner  of  one  eye? 

6.  Why  did  he  ask  who  would  bell  the  cat? 

7.  Did  any  of  the  mice  want  to  do  this?  Why? 
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(b)  The  Harvest  Song.  Canadian  Reader  III,  (p.  33.) 

Exercise:  Write  in  your  book  a list  of  words  taken  from  this 
lesson.  Each  word  must  have  one  of  these  sounds  in  it:  au, 
er,  ar,  ea,  or,  oa,  aw,  ee,  ai,  nk,  ing. 

Arrange  your  work  this  way : 

au  autumn 

er  summer,  etc. 

Other  exercises  might  call  for: — words  which  describe; 
colour  words;  words  which  rhyme;  unfamiliar  words;  unphonetic 
words ; etc. 

II  Directions  for  a Game 

These  may  be  written  on  the  blackboard,  if  a Silent  Reader 
is  unavailable,  and  then,  after  the  class  has  read  them,  they 
are  discussed  and  the  game  played. 

Ill  Test  Reading 

These  will  soon  reveal  which  children  are  thinking  as 
they  read,  and  are  alert. 

(a)  Read  each  sentence  quickly.  If  it  is  wrong,  mark  X 
after  the  sentence : 

1.  It  is  hot  in  the  sun  to-day. 

2.  Flour  is  made  from  flax. 

3.  A match  will  burn  all  night. 

4.  The  moon  rises  in  the  sky  at  night. 

5.  There  are  six  windows  in  this  room. 

6.  Chairs  are  made  of  wood. 

7.  January  is  the  first  month  of  the  year. 

8.  Raspberries  are  vegetables. 

9.  To-morrow  will  be  Saturday 

10.  Six  and  ten  are  sixteen. 
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(b)  Answer  by  yes  or  no: 

1.  Is  the  moon  green? 

2.  Are  the  mountains  high? 

3.  Can  you  climb  one? 

4.  Can  your  mother  make  glass 

5.  Are  flowers  all  black? 

6.  Is  a turnip  a flower? 

7.  Is  a tulip  a flower? 

8.  Can  you  tell  a potato  when  you  see  one? 

9.  Is  the  sun  hot? 

10.  Can  your  father  drive  a car? 

(c)  Copy  these  sentences,  correcting  where  statement  is 
not  true : 

1.  Windows  are  made  of  glass  and  wood. 

2.  Shoes  are  sold  by  the  quart. 

3.  Milk  is  sold  by  the  dozen. 

4.  Eggs  are  sold  by  the  dozen. 

5.  It  is  light  in  the  daytime,  and  dark  at  night. 

6.  The  moon  gives  us  light  by  day,  and  the  sun 

by  night. 

7.  A week  is  the  half  of  a month. 

8.  There  are  seven  days  in  a week. 

9.  February  has  twenty-eight  days,  and  once  in 

every  four  years  it  has  twenty-nine. 

10.  Apples  grow  under  the  ground. 

(d)  Read  quickly  and  do  what  is  asked: 

1.  Draw  a line  four  inches  long  on  your  book. 

2.  From  each  end  of  it  draw  a vertical  line  four 

inches  high. 

3.  Join  the  ends  of  these  lines. 

4.  In  the  square  write  eight  words,  each  ending  in  ing. 

5.  Sign  your  name  and  address  under  the  square. 
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(e)  Weather  Observations:  Copy  on  your  book  the 
sentences  which  are  correct  for  the  day’s  weather: 

1.  It  is  cold  to-day. 

It  is  warm  to-day. 

It  is  cool  to-day. 

It  is  hot  to-day. 

2.  It  is  raining. 

It  is  snowing. 

It  is  a clear  sky. 

3.  The  sun  is  shining. 

It  is  cloudy. 

It  is  a dark  day. 

4.  The  clouds  are  very  black. 

The  clouds  are  soft  and  white. 

The  clouds  are  covering  the  whole  sky. 

5.  It  is  wet  on  the  streets. 

It  is  dusty  in  the  streets. 

6.  The  wind  is  blowing  hard. 

There  is  a gentle  rain. 

The  wind  is  cold  and  raw. 

IV  Language  Exercises 

There  are  many  types,  but  each  should  be  devoted  to 
correcting  some  specific  thing,  or  giving  useful  practice  in 
some  way : 

(a)  Fill  in  blanks  with  colour  words: 

1.  The  robin  has  a breast. 

2.  The  colour  of  my  book  is  ....... 

3.  Grass,  you  see,  is  , but  the  sky  is  
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4.  Roses  are  or  

5.  Oranges  are  in  colour. 

6.  The  lead  in  my  pencil  is  

7.  Scarlet  or  crimson  means  the  same  as 

8.  The  old  goose  is  honking. 

9.  Dandelions  are  

10.  Flax  has  a flower. 


(b)  Fill  in  with  gone  or  went : 

1.  John  has  to  market. 

2.  I home  early. 

3.  Has  your  mother  yet? 

4.  The  leaves  have  from  the  trees. 

5.  We  to  school  yesterday. 

(c)  Fill  in  with  those  or  them : 

1.  I saw  books  of  yours. 

2.  I’m  glad  you  saw  

3 books  were  given  to  me  at  Christmas- 

time. 

4.  Did  you  notice  pictures  in  ? 

5.  Yes,  I saw  


(d)  Match  the  opposites 

sharp  as  a knife 
soft  as  down 
smooth  as  silk 
light  as  a feather 
gentle  as  a lamb 
stiff  as  a poker 
dark  as  night 
frosty  as  winter 
strong  as  an  eagle 


in  these  phrases: 

dull  as  a hoe 
weak  as  a chicken 
warm  as  summer 
bright  as  sunshine 
graceful  as  a wand 
wild  as  a deer 
heavy  as  lead 
rough  as  a file 
hard  as  a rock 
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(e)  Match  these  opposites: 


to  the  left 
stand  up 
high  up 
up  to  the  top 
sweet  as  sugar 
big  as  a giant 
cold  as  ice 
fast  as  a hare 
white  as  snow 
(f)  Give  words  meaning 


full 

deep 

tall 

often 

late 

sharp 

crooked 

narrow 

tough 

merry 

black  as  ink 
to  the  right 
low  down 
slow  as  a tortoise 
sour  as  a lemon 
down  to  the  bottom 
little  as  a dwarf 
hot  as  fire 
sit  down 

the  opposite  of: 

busy  muddy 

thick  careful 

ugly  hopeful 

naughty  freeze 


V Additional  Language  Exercises 
Exercises  with  descriptive  words  and  phrases  will  increase 
fluency  of  speech  and  composition.  Such  work  as  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  given: 

(a)  Put  these  words  in  the  right  places  in  the  followT- 
ing  sentences: 

big  story 

old  long 

pretty  beautif  ul 

spotted  green 

1.  The  man  walks  slowly. 

2.  I came  across  the  field. 

3.  Who  ever  saw  such  a cow? 

4.  This  book  is  worn  out. 

5.  My  mother  has  a very  dress. 

6.  John  takes  his  pencil  to  school. 

7.  What  a girl  she  is. 

8.  I saw  the  wind  sweeping  over  the  grass. 
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(b) 


Fill 

the 

blanks  with  words 

which  describe: 

1. 

The 

fence  ran 

between  two  fields. 

2. 

Our 

neighbor  has  two 

3. 

’ This 

is  a very  

. store. 

4. 

My 

story  book  is  . . . 

5. 

The 

clouds  float  over 

the  sky. 

6. 

If  it 

is  raining,  we  say 

that  it  is  a 

7. 

The 

little  girl  had  . . . 

. . . hair. 

8. 

She 

wore  a pretty  . . 

(c)  Fill  the  blanks  with  two  words  each: 

1.  I see  the  grass. 

2.  You  have  a book. 

3.  The  sun  is  like  a ball. 

4.  Who  can  tell  us  about  the  woman? 

o.  The  woman  bought  a dress. 

6.  The  clouds  were  high  in  the  sky. 

7.  Mother  made  a cake. 

8.  We  put  a tablecloth  on  the  table. 


(d)  Fill  the  blanks  with  a group  of  words  beginning  with 
with: 

1.  The  horse  can  run  fast. 

2.  A pail  is  apt  to  spill. 

3.  The  man  is  coming  this  way. 

4.  A plant  grows  in  the  garden. 

5.  The  boy  shouts  to  us. 

6.  My  kitten  is  crying. 

7.  The  box  is  full. 

8.  The  milk  bottle  fell  off  the  shelf. 
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(e)  Fill  the  blanks  with  groups  of  words  beginning  with 


which: 

1. 

The  leaves  .... 

. . . were  grown  here. 

2. 

That  little  star  . . . 

is  my  favourite. 

3. 

The  package  of 
cents. 

pins 

is  worth  five 

4. 

This  small  bit  of  gold  came  from 

a mint. 

5. 

The  mittens  . . . 

....  are  almost  worn  out. 

6. 

The  pencil  

. . . is  mine. 

7. 

That  little  key 

opens  the  door. 

8. 

A dog  

always  finds  a home. 

Fill 

with 

the  blanks  with 
that: 

groups  of  words  which  begin 

1. 

The  money  . . . . 

...  is  spent. 

2. 

The  teakettle  . . 

leaks. 

3. 

The  old  book  . . 

is  mother’s. 

4. 

Please  give  me 

the 

book  

5. 

Don’t  ask  for  food 

6. 

The  wind  

. . makes  a terrible  noise. 

7. 

Mary  brought 

me 

the  box  

8. 

I like  the  handkerchief  

(g)  Fill  the  blanks  with  words  beginning  with  who: 

1.  This  is  the  boy  

2.  That  is  the  woman  

3.  The  little  lady  lives  in  this  house. 

4.  That  old  man  is  my  uncle. 

5.  You  all  saw  the  lady  

6.  Mr.  Smith  is  a butcher. 

7.  The  lady  in  the  moon  is  smiling. 

8.  Here  is  the  baby  
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A library  of  good  supplementary  readers  provides  a most 
necessary  equipment  for  seatwork  in  English.  No  matter 
how  fluently  a Grade  III  child  reads,  he  needs  plenty  of 
practice,  and  if  there  are  interesting  books  around  him  which 
awaken  a natural  desire  to  read,  the  benefit  is  greater  than 
when  lessons  are  set  and  limited. 

It  is  impossible,  as  well  as  undesirable,  to  cover  the  field 
in  this  part  of  schoolroom  work.  Each  teacher  must  adapt 
exercises  to  her  class  and  the  conditions  under  which  she  works. 
If  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  book  are  used  as  such, 
and  if  they  open  up  new  avenues  of  thought  and  effort  for 
teacher  and  children,  the  mission  of  the  book  will  be  accomplished. 


